No, VIII WITH  THE  POLITICAL AGENT
A MAN IN BUCKRAM [September 27, 1879,]
THIS is a most curious product of the Indian bureaucracy. Nothing in all White Baboodom Is so wonderful as the Political Agent A near relation of the Empress who was travelling a good deal about India some three or four years ago said that he would rather get a Political Agent, with raja, chu-prassics,* and everything complete, to take home, than the unfigured " mum " of Beluchistan, or the sea-aye-ee mocking bird, Kokiolliensis Lyttonia. But the Political Agent cannot be taken home. The purple bloom fades in the scornful climate of England; the paralytic swagger passes into sheer imbecility; the thlrteen-gun tall talk reverberates in jeering echoes; the chuprassies are only so many black men, and the raja Is felt to be a joke. The Political Agent cannot live beyond Aden.
The  Government  of  India   keeps Its   Political Agents scattered   over  the native   states in   small
* Official messengers.